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followed had made him look ten years older than he had ap-
peared a fortnight before. For myself also I began to think
that we had done and suffered enough for this time, and that
the rest might fairly be left to a future occasion; the more so
since the mere return from Mascat to Bagdad, and thence to
Syria, was a tolerably long prospect, above all in the summer
season now drawing on. In addition an indescribable feeling
of weariness and low spirits, for which I could not then account,
but which was in reality the " incubation " (to use a medical
term) of a bad typhoid fever, hung about me, and made me
still more indisposed to additional excursions* Thus I sur-
rendered the idea of investigating 'Oman. A sea-captain of
Koweyt, whose vessel was to sail with the first fair wind,
offered to carry us to Aboo-Shahr, while he refused to take
any passage-money in requital: saying that it would be a
shame to exact payment from men who hacl so lately suffered
shipwreck.

* At last, on March 23rd, towards evening, we took leave of
our host Astar, and of other kind friends; and while I walked
down to the harbour accompanied by Yoosef and by four or five
particular acquaintances, I felt that my steps were finally home-
ward bound in good earnest Nor was that feeling wholly un-
mixed with regret, nor without a hope, however distant, of once
more revisiting these strange and pleasant lands. We embarked
in a negro canoe, and pulled for about two hours round cape
and headland till we sighted the ship's lantern and climbed up
her dark sides long after nightfall. That same night, while we
cleared out of the outmost harbour and stood for the open sea,
I watched the Southern Cross, the lower limb of which is here
four or five degrees above the horizon \ though had it been
down to the very water's edge, the clear atmosphere would have
rendered every star visible* It was an old friend, seen again for
a short space after an absence of many years, and soon to be
hidden from sight, not from remembrance.

The captain and his crew kept up from first to last the same
friendly and courteous ways of which they had given us a speci-
men at Mascat, nor was there reason for any complaint against
our numerous fellow-passengers, mostly Indians from Lucknow
and its neighbourhood The ship was large, dean, and this
time at least, watertight; well for us that she was so, for about
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